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SGA
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Father Michael E. Williams is the priest of St. Thomas Aquinas on WKU’s campus.  He shares the church as a home with 15 male students.   “I love living at the church.  I can always easily go next
door to fi nd a hug or someone to hang out with,” Williams said. KREABLE YOUNG/HERALD
Randy Reynolds reveals the sign for the new geography and geology lab on the third fl oor
of the Environmental Science and Technology Building on Tuesday. The lab will be used as
a research center equipped with geologic software packages designed to teach geography
and geology majors how to combine the computer world with the actual world.
 KREABLE YOUNG/HERALD
Gift of $120,000 to WKU expected 
to benefi t geology department
p is for Priest
Father Mike Williams does his best to connect to 
the students at WKU. He runs programs for college-
aged youth at the St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic Cam-
pus Center, and helps guide them.
But Williams has taken his outreach a step further 
by living with them under the same roof. The center 
is not just a place of worship, but a home as well.
 What began as a result of fi nancial con-
straints, Williams said, has grown into a close-knit 
community.
“Even though the fi nancial reason was in my mind, 
probably more realistically, it’s because I wanted 
them to be close to church,” Williams said. “I wanted 
them to have the opportunity to grow in their faith 
when they’re in college because after college life gets 
way more busy.”
Williams said St. Thomas Aquinas owns the house 
next door to its premises and a dormitory-type build-
ing behind the actual church. Some men live in the 
house, and Williams shares the other building with 
TREY CRUMBIE
DIVERSIONS@WKUHERALD.COM
Home is where the faith is
WKU announced on 
Feb. 5 that it received 
a gift of $120,000 from 
the Richard S. Reynolds 
Foundation, and the 
funds will serve to ex-
pand the geology pro-
gram. 
Also on Tuesday, rep-
resentatives from WKU, 
the Reynolds Founda-
tion and the geology 
department gathered in 
the brand-new William 
G. Reynolds Geological 
Resources Laboratory to 
celebrate the donation.
Based in Richmond, 
Va., the Reynolds Foun-
dation is a private family 
foundation which pro-
vides grants to educa-
tion, the arts, historical 
preservation, environ-
mental protection and 
medical research.
Named in honor of the 
late William G. Reyn-
olds, who had local busi-
ness ties in the western 
Kentucky area, the new 
laboratory has 20 com-
puter workstations and 
is one of several planned 
acquisitions for the geol-
ogy department.
William Florman, vice 
president of Reynolds 
Raw Materials, attended 
the event and was in-
strumental in fostering 
the partnership between 
WKU and the Reynolds 
Foundation. He said 
this is something his 
grandfather, William G 
Reynolds, would have 
approved of. 
CHRISTIAN MARNON
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
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Floral Shop
270.745.3382
Mon-Fri 8am-5pm
514 Regents Ave
(behind gary ransdell hall)
 VALENTINE’S DAY
Feb. 14
FREE DELIV
ERY!
on-campus,
hospitals,
and funeral h
omes
 
www.wku.edu/floralshop
facebook.com/WKUFloralShop
Open for extended hours on:
Saturday Feb. 9: 9 am to 4 pm
Sunday Feb. 10: Noon to 4 pm
“I was very excited about this proj-
ect, because I felt like it was some-
thing that would be very benefi cial to 
the area and something that would 
have interested him,” Florman said in 
a press release. 
Randolph Reynolds, William G. 
Reynolds’ son and vice president of 
the Richard S. Reynolds foundation, 
said his family has been involved in 
the western Kentucky area for years.
Reynolds, who was born in Ken-
tucky and has lived in Bowling Green 
since 1958, said his father would have 
been satisfi ed with the contribution.
“My father was a big believer in edu-
cation, who also wanted to develop 
oil and gas in Kentucky,” he said. “This 
gift will help to create jobs and devel-
op the area.”
Kenneth Kuehn, department head 
of Interdisciplinary Studies, said part 
of the donation will go to purchase 
PETRA software. 
Graduate student Andrew Reeder 
said this PETRA software is especially 
important.
“With most universities, geology 
students see the rocks but don’t really 
have the computer background,” he 
said. “The geologic world is moving 
towards a computer-based system, 
and PETRA software will allow our 
students to marry geophysics with 
computer visualization.”
 Reeder also said it would cost about 
$50,000 to train and use it. 
David Keeling, department head of 
geography and geology, who spoke at 
the event, expressed other ways the 
donation will catalyze the geology 
program.
“The future for us is a bright one,” 
Keeling said. “This donation is go-
ing to help us maximize our energy 
resources and award our students a 
competitive edge.”
Keeling also said the gift will further 
contribute to international outreach 
for the geology department.
“We pride ourselves on having an 
international perspective,” he said. 
“The United States is no longer the 
global hegemon (leader) in science 
and technology and consequently, we 
have to compete.”
GEOLOGY
 CONTINUED FROM FRONT
Crime Reports
Corrections
Arrests
 • Police arrested fresh-
man Darryl Bright, 
Pearce Ford Tower, for 
wanton endangerment 
on Feb. 4.
Reports
 • Elk Horn junior Tren-
tin Corbin reported on 
Feb. 6 his iPhone stolen 
from the Preston Center 
on Feb. 5. The value of 
the stolen item is esti-
mated at $549.
 • Louisville sopho-
more Justin Campbell 
reported on Feb. 5 the 
Sigma Chi house was
broken into and dam-
aged. The estimated cost
of the damage is $600.
  • Freshman Darryl
Bright, PFT, was assault-
ed while playing football
on South Lawn on Feb.
4.
Due to a Herald error, on Page 2 
of Tuesday’s edition, the photo cap-
tion by Dorothy Edwards as well as 
the credit was incorrect. The caption 
should have said, “Attendees dance 
together during the Jesus Prom at Hill-
vue Heights Church on Friday.” (CAS-
SIDY JOHNSON/HERALD)
Due to a Herald error, the caption 
on the front page photo by Dorothy 
Edwards of Tuesday’s edition was in-
correct. The caption should have said, 
“Attendees dance in a circle during 
Jesus Prom at Hillvue Heights Church 
on Friday night. During Jesus Prom,
people with special needs are paired
with caregivers for the evening and
given the opportunity to experience
prom.” (DOROTHY EDWARDS/HER-
ALD)
The Herald regrets these errors. The
College Heights Herald corrects all
confi rmed errors that are brought to
reporters’ or editors’ attention. Please
call 745-6011 or 745-5044 to report
a correction, or e-mail us at editor@
wkuherald.com.
fi ve others.
“There’s two apartments 
where I live. I live downstairs 
and I have fi ve students that 
live in the apartment upstairs.”
Williams said that a lot of 
priests don’t like living at 
church due to the lack of pri-
vacy.
“I’m not like that,” Williams 
said. “I love being around peo-
ple all the time.” 
Williams was born in Lexing-
ton, but raised in Cynthiana. 
He decided to become a priest 
in his mid-20s, and has been 
one for 15 years. He’s been the 
priest of St. Thomas Aquinas 
Catholic Campus Center since 
summer 2009.
Utica graduate student Andy 
Austin is one of the men living 
in the upstairs apartment of St. 
Thomas Aquinas. Austin said 
Williams is a wonderful role 
model to have around.
“He’s a dad away from 
home,” Austin said. “He’s the 
man to lead us down the right 
path.”
Williams said that the men 
are free to do whatever they 
want with the opportunity 
that they have to live in the 
homes.
“There are a couple of guys 
that live here that I barely re-
member what they look like,” 
Williams said. “Unless I’m 
really looking hard, I can go 
months without seeing a cou-
ple of these boys.”
 Williams said some of 
the males are involved in ev-
erything. 
“You can come in here — 
day or night — and fi nd them 
studying, praying, playing — 
something,” Williams said. 
“And I think that’s made a big 
difference in their lives.”
Fancy Farm senior Scott 
Burch lives with Austin in the 
upstairs apartment.
“Father Mike’s character is 
what really sticks out to me,” 
Burch said. “His personality 
fi ts very well with this atmo-
sphere…how he acts around 
us is what makes this place re-
ally much better.”
Mary Reding, the campus 
minister of St. Thomas Aqui-
nas, said that Williams’ in-
volvement extends beyond 
the men he shares the build-
ing with.
“He’s a great draw to stu-
dents, no matter what their 
level of faith is or how con-
nected they’ve been to church 
in the past,” Reding said. “He’s 
just very comfortable in his 
own skin so he’s able to just 
connect with people.”
Williams said that making 
himself available to students in 
different ways is an important 
aspect of St. Thomas Aquinas 
Catholic Campus Center.
“I think that part of the beau-
ty of my ministry at St. Thom-
as Aquinas is just the ministry 
of presence,” Williams said. 
“There are a lot of students 
that come up here and study 
or watch TV or just hang out. I 
try to be present to them and 
encourage them.”
Williams said that he’s 
pleased with his living ar-
rangements.
“I’m an extrovert. I’m a fun-
loving kind of guy,” Williams 
said. “It’s great to have these 
young men around to occupy 
my time.”
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2460 Nashville Rd.
2628 Scottsville Rd.
1162 W. 31 Bypass
1802 Russellville Rd.
BEEFY NACHO  LOADED POTATO
SPICY BUFFALO CHICKEN
PROUD
TO SUPPORT
WKU
2450 NASHVILLE ROAD LOADED GRILLERS
MTN DEW™
BAJA BLAST® FREEZE
BIG SCREEN TVs!
BEER SPECIALS!
HOME OF THE
BIG RED ROOM
LIVE MÁ S
WKU and ALIVE Center off er scholarship 
that incorporates community service
The ALIVE center, with help 
from WKU, has recently start-
ed a new scholarship program, 
incorporating the community 
into college education. 
The Bonner Leadership 
Scholar Program will offer 
students, both incoming and 
currently enrolled, $3,000  to-
ward school in exchange for 
completion of at least eight to 
10 community service hours 
per week, all four years of en-
rollment.
This program was created by 
the Corella and Bertram F. Bon-
ner Foundation in the early 
1990s, and was tested out fi rst 
at Berea College. Since then, 
the program has helped over 
2,000 students pay for school. 
Three have been awarded this 
semester. Next year, the ALIVE 
center and WKU hope to have 
10 Bonner scholars.
Bowling Green sophomore 
Mernisa Hrustanovic is one 
of those three students. She 
fulfi lls her community service 
requirements through the 
Center for Courageous Kids 
in Scottsville, Ky. The Center 
works to aid children and fam-
ilies living with medical chal-
lenges.
“In the beginning, I didn't 
care where [I volunteered], I 
just knew I wanted to work 
with kids,” Hrustanovic said. 
“This was one of the places 
that needed help at the time 
and we’ve developed a good 
relationship together.”
Those applying must main-
tain a minimum of a 2.5 GPA, 
dedicate at least eight to 10 
hours a week to community 
service and be a Kentucky resi-
dent. First generation students 
and those with higher needs 
for fi nancial aid will be pre-
ferred.
Leah Ashwill, director of the 
ALIVE Center, says the biggest 
benefi t of earning this scholar-
ship is the fi nancial assistance 
in paying for school, although 
the community service re-
quired is also very benefi cial.
“Requiring a service compo-
nent takes the student out of 
the classroom to where learn-
ing is occurring in the real 
world,” Ashwill said. 
Students who earn the Bon-
ner Scholarship also have an 
opportunity to apply to earn 
an AmeriCorps education 
award. This award can grant a 
student fi nancial aid of $1,175 
or more, which can go toward 
paying off college debt, exist-
ing fees or for other education-
al purposes.
“Students are getting some-
thing back from the experience 
and getting tangible benefi ts 
as people, and as profession-
als, as they go through the pro-
gram,” Ashwill said.
Bonner scholars choose their 
respective places to complete 
their required community ser-
vice hours. They seek out the 
place, based on personal inter-
est or experience, and report
back to the place they have
chosen. 
Lee Calvert, a graduate stu-
dent from Charlotte, N.C. who
is working as the program’s
coordinator, then sets up an
initial, face-to-face meeting to
tour the location and describe
the program.   
“I keep in contact with peo-
ple at the organizations stu-
dents are working at and make
sure everything is running
smoothly and hours are being
completed,” Calvert said. “This
program is benefi cial because
students can get a college edu-
cation, and money to help, but
also learn about their commu-
nity, not just live in it.”
KAELY HOLLOWAY
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
Father Mike Williams has a laugh with the Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults group that he teaches during
the week. RCIA is a program that teaches non-Catholics about Catholicism to better prepare them for joining
the church. KREABLE YOUNG/HERALD
FAITH
CONTINUED FROM FRONT
WKU improv group still bringing the laughs
Busy, stressed-out college kids some-
times just need to relax and have a 
good laugh. Happy Gas, a comedy im-
prov group here at WKU, hopes to pro-
vide help with that.
Ryan Kemp, Adairville, is the group’s 
oldest member. At 29 years old, he 
is pursuing a second minor. He said 
via email that he wants all Happy Gas 
members “with every breath they take, 
to be sure to ‘smell the funny.’”
For Kemp, the “funny” can come in 
many different forms.
“As with most groups, each individ-
ual has their own specifi c inspirations 
when it comes to comedy,” Kemp said. 
“Mine tend to gravitate towards dry, 
darkish humor, while others are more 
physical/slapstick types.”
Sebastian Kearney, president of Hap-
py Gas, said that every show is different 
depending on the audience.
“A show in Minton will be completely 
different from one in McCormack,” 
Simpsonville senior Kearney said.
The group, which has been in exis-
tence since 1999, has been a regular 
fi xture at WKU. They just fi nished up a 
show called “All Paint and No Primer” 
and are in the process of planning an-
other for later in February.
As for the broader future of Happy 
Gas, members have high hopes and as-
pirations.
“My personal hopes for the team are 
for the current, and future team mem-
bers, to keep it alive,” Kemp said. “I also 
hope that they, to paraphrase one of 
my improv teachers, ‘heighten and ex-
plore’ the world of improv.”
McCall Logan, historian of Happy 
Gas, said her years with the group have 
helped her become more confi dent 
and prepared for life after college.
“It’s an incredible way to learn to trust 
people and think outside of the box,” 
Logan said. “That can be benefi cial in 
any career, from working in an offi ce to 
playing on a football fi eld, to help you 
reach your goals.”
Logan, a London senior, also has high 
hopes for the future of Happy Gas.
“The older you get in the group, the 
more you’re worried about how every-
one else will pick up the reigns when 
you leave,” Logan said. “But I’m confi -
dent they’ll take it farther than we have, 
and maybe even start touring one day.”
Happy Gas will be performing their 
new show, “Happy Gas: Even Bigger 
than Before,” on Feb. 22 at Gordon Wil-
son Lab Theatre at 8 p.m. Admission is 
$3. 
Open rehearsals are also held every 
Wednesday on the third fl oor of Gor-
don Wilson Hall. For more informa-
tion, follow Happy Gas Improv Troupe 
on Facebook.
KRISTINA BURTON
DIVERSIONS@WKUHERALD.COM
Muhlenberg sophomore Kelsey Dossett and Somerset senior Keifer Adkins act out 
a scene in an improv game called “The Dating Game” during a Happy Gas practice 
in Gordon Wilson Hall on Tuesday. Happy Gas is an improv group at WKU that has 
been around for almost 14 years. CASSIDY JOHNSON/HERALD 
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STAFF EDITORIAL
THE ISSUE: Traditionally, the 
banquet for National Signing 
Day has been open to the me-
dia. This year, it was not.
OUR STANCE: The banquet 
should have been open to me-
dia, regardless of how some 
people in the athletic depart-
ment feel about journalists 
and the job they do.
National Signing Day is a big deal for colleges across 
the country. It’s no different at 
WKU, especially this year. We 
have a new football coach — 
a big-name coach. Yet coach 
Bobby Petrino and the WKU 
athletics department have led 
the pack on keeping the me-
dia out of Wednesday’s Signing 
Day banquet.
This year, there are 33 in-
coming recruits, compared 
to last season’s 13. One would 
think that fact alone would be 
enough to usher the media 
into the normally publicized 
banquet. There’s also the mat-
ter of a lot of whispers about 
former coach Willie Taggart’s 
sudden departure for South 
Florida and Petrino’s plans for 
his new team. Again, wouldn’t 
it make sense for Petrino to 
do all but personally escort 
the media right up front so he 
can answer any questions and 
quell any fears or uncertainties 
about the future of WKU foot-
ball?
If Petrino and the football 
program are worried that the 
media will tarnish their image 
if journalists are allowed into 
the banquet, they’re grossly 
underestimating how their im-
age comes off by shutting the 
media out. Most people un-
derstand that those who have 
nothing to hide don’t hide any-
thing. So are Petrino and the 
program insinuating they’re 
keeping something from the 
masses? Maybe so, maybe not. 
How is anyone to know if they 
keep the press in the dark?
If Petrino and his football de-
partment are concerned about 
the media’s potency, then 
they’re absolutely correct. In 
one sense, at least. The media 
are a powerful force because 
it’s the best way to communi-
cate with the masses. Rather 
than bordering on censorship 
with the very people who can 
help get your message to sup-
porters and naysayers alike, it 
would be smart of the football 
program to use journalists as 
an avenue to communicate 
with hundreds of people it 
might not otherwise reach.
The media are the watch-
dogs of government, adminis-
tration and society. Yes, coach 
Petrino and the WKU football 
department are included in 
that. Shutting the media out 
will only make them point 
their nose to the stench and 
go on the hunt. If Petrino and 
the program want that, then 
they’re headed in the right di-
rection.
This editorial represents the
majority opinion of the Her-
ald's 12-member editorial
board.
Football program bars media access 
to National Signing Day banquet
BOTTOMS to not hav-
ing anyone to buy it 
for. 
BOTTOMS to losing 
13 seniors last season. 
TOPS to going down 
the aisle at Walmart 
and seeing Valentine’s 
Day candy.
TOPS to getting 25 
new Toppers on Na-
tional Signing Day.
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@TheBethTruax Tonight I am 
thankful for study abroad options and 
the #wku transit system. -sent 2/6
@Tbburg16: I hope Jason Hatcher 
shocks the nation and chooses #WKU. 
-sent 2/5
@WKU_SAE: Thanks to Dr. Rans-
dell for coming and speaking to his @
wku_sae chapter tonight! -sent 2/4
@HannahNBlair: I wanted to be-
come a Spirit Master because this uni-
versity has changed my life, and it is 
my duty to give a little bit back! -sent 
2/5 
@_blackBeauty94 I just love my 
school. #WKU W-sent 2/6
@TrippyMufasa :/ I wish this 
wasn̓t my last semester at #WKU... 
-sent 2/5
@twitlessKHatch Never thought 
I̓d say this but I miss wku, bowling 
green, & student teaching. #WKU 
#alumprobs -sent 2/6
@tonyroseshow: So proud that 
one of my mentors in broadcasting @
wesstrader is getting the #WKU props 
he so richly deserves! #legend -sent 
2/5
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GO
TOPS!
Be sure to watch 
WKU vs. 
Arkansas State 
this Saturday at 
7PM!
Take  A  Break
For Goodness Sake !
Classifi ed Sales Manager: Ashley Edwards
Classifi ed Design Manager: Julia Hartz
CLASSIFIEDS
Across
1 Tip, as one's hat
5 Empty spaces
9 Subsides
14 Suffi  x with switch
15 Wilson of 
"Wedding Crashers"
16 Texas shrine
17 Tall tale teller
18 "Deck the Halls" 
syllables
19 Tear to shreds
20 Residential loan
23 About to happen
24 Bronze from a 
day at the beach
28 René's friend
29 Appear to be
31 __ Lingus: Irish carrier
32 Russian fi ghter jets
35 "I'd like to hear the 
rest"
38 Italian violin maker
40 Squeak stopper
41 Rigs on the road
42 1974 Jimmy Buff ett 
song
45 Reasons for extra
 innings
46 "Tastes great!"
47 Poet's inspiration
48 Sow or cow
50 What social climbers 
seek
52 Curtail
56 Offi  ce communication, 
and what can literally
 be found in 20-, 
35- and 42-Across
59 Gangster John 
known as "Th e Tefl on Don"
62 Twice-monthly tide
63 Paths of pop-ups
64 Place on a pedestal
65 Show some spunk
66 "Th at makes sense"
67 Saunter
68 Vehicle on runners
69 Proof of ownership
Down
1 New __: India's capital
2 Hunter constellation
3 Heads on beers
4 Hint of the future
5 "Take a shot!"
6 Informed (of)
7 Attack, as with 
snowballs
8 Stocking tear
9 Military practice
10 Visitor from afar
11 Treat jet lag, perhaps
12 Earthbound Aussie 
bird
13 Dip, as bread in gravy
21 Dad's partner
22 "Lemme __!"
25 Vocalist Judd
26 Really strange
27 Bride's purchase
29 Base runner's option
30 Scat legend Fitzgerald
32 Flagship store at New 
York City's Herald Square
33 Words from one with
 a bad hand
34 Letter aft er beta
36 Long, long time
37 Parking ticket issuer
39 Resistance to disease
43 Expel
44 Like a slingshot handle
49 Christmas, e.g.: Abbr.
51 Proof of ownership
52 Simple trap
53 Far from talkative
Tuesday's Crossword Solution
Classifi ed Sales Manager: Ashley Edwards
Classifi ed Design Manager: Julia Hartz
CLASSIFIEDS
The Jewelry Barn is hiring full time and part-time sales associates!
    Ideal candidate should be dependable, presentable, have an upbeat 
          personality and sales experience.  Hourly plus commission.  
                  Store hours are  Monday through Friday 9am-6pm, 
        Saturday  9am-5pm, Closed Sundays.  If interested, please drop 
            off your resume at The Jewelry Barn located at 2910 Suite B 
                                Scottsville Road , beside Logan's.  NOW HIRING
 Note to Readers: The College Heights Herald screens ads for misleading 
or false claims but cannot guarantee any ad or claim. Please use caution 
when answering ads, especially when asked to send money or provide 
credit card information. The College Heights Herald is not responsible 
for the content or validity of these paid classifi ed ads.
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Community Options, Inc. is seeking 
Community Support Staff  - Direct Care 
Professionals to support adults with 
intellectual and developmental disabilities. 
Responsibilities include assisting 
individuals with maintaining their 
independence and with daily living skills, 
administering medication, and having a 
life in the community. Th e Support Staff  
will also assist each individual with goals 
and outcomes, submit documentation, and 
accompany individuals to medical and 
other appointments. 
We are currently seeking mainly day shift , 
8am-4pm with some evening hours. 
Requirements: HS diploma/GED, reliable 
transportation, and a satisfactory 
background are a must! Submit resumes to 
Resumes-BW@comop.org. EOE. 
54 Intro giver
55 Snooped (around)
57 Pulls the plug on
58 More than lifelike
59 Precious stone
60 Big name in 
kitchen gadgets
61 Profs' helpers
HELP WANTED
33
days until 
spring break
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Safe rides program continues this semester
Students who have utilized 
“the purple line,” don’t need to 
worry – the Student Govern-
ment Association’s Safe Rides 
service is back for the spring 
semester. 
Fall semester 2012 was the 
fi rst year that SGA provided a 
fi xed-route transportation ser-
vice. 
SGA president Cory Dodds 
said Safe Rides has been ex-
tremely successful so far.
“Safe Rides meets the needs 
of students on campus,” 
Dodds said. “It’s something 
that we’ve needed for a long 
time.”
With the Safe Rides service, 
students can be picked up at 
a set location at set times, and 
Dodds thinks that the consis-
tency of the service is a key fac-
tor to its success.
“Safe Rides provides students 
with consistency when they’re 
out on the town,” Dodds said.
In the past, SGA had the 
Provide-A-Ride service, which, 
unlike the purple line, was ex-
pensive and ineffi cient.
Cain Alvey, administrative 
vice president of SGA, be-
lieves that Safe Rides has been 
a much greater success than 
the Provide-A-Ride service be-
cause it is more dependable.
“Safe Rides is an actual 
planned route, whereas Pro-
vide-A-Ride was a taxi service 
that was extremely unreliable,” 
Alvey said.
Stephen Rowland, manager 
of Parking and Transportation 
Services, was at SGA’s meet-
ing on Tuesday and said that 
Safe Rides allows for students 
to participate in safer forms of 
transportation.
“It is truly a safe ride home,” 
Rowland said.
Rowland said there are plans 
of adding another bus to the 
route. The cost to add another 
bus to the service would be 
$20,000.
There have been minimal 
problems with “the purple 
line” so far: only one fi ght and 
two complaints about the bus 
being late. 
If problems do occur on the 
Safe Rides bus, Rowland said 
the Bowling Green Police De-
partment is contacted right 
away.
On average, there were about 
22 passengers per hour to ride 
“the purple line.” The most 
popular pick-up locations 
were at the corner of College 
and 13th, right outside Hilli-
gans, and College Suites. 
Due to College Suites be-
ing the second most popular 
pick-up sight, it is clear that 
Safe Rides is also successful 
in reaching out to off-campus 
students.
The entire route of “the pur-
ple line” takes about 45 min-
utes to complete, and accord-
ing to Rowland, the goal is to 
cut that down to 30 minutes 
for the spring semester.  
SARAH STUKENBORG
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
STUDENT GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION
In honor of Black History Month, the 
Offi ce of Diversity Programs is bring-
ing a speaker to discuss black males’ 
low graduation rates. 
Michael Cuyjet from the University 
of Louisville will speak at the event, 
called “Factors that Contribute to Re-
tention and Degree Completion for 
Male Students of Color.” It will be held 
at the Faculty House at 11 a.m. on 
Monday. 
The event is a collaboration between 
the Offi ce of Diversity Programs and 
Enrollment Services.
Andrea Garr-Barnes, director of the 
Offi ce of Diversity Programs, said Cuy-
jet’s area of focus for research is factors 
that contribute to degree completion 
for male students of color.
“I think it’s a real timely conversation 
for us to have here,” she said. 
Cuyjet is the editor and one of the 
authors of “African-American Men in 
College,” published in 2006. He said 
that he fi rst became interested in 
studying black males and completion 
rates more than 10 years ago. 
One of the things that caught his 
attention was when he would go to 
academic awards ceremonies, it was
painfully apparent that there were a
small number of black men that were
being recognized, he said.
“That made me aware of the fact
that there was a signifi cant problem,”
he said. 
Garr-Barnes said Enrollment Ser-
vices has purchased Cuyjet’s book for
every person that attends the event.
“In his book, he’s not only sharing
his data, but it’s like a how-to guide,”
Garr-Barnes said. “This is more of an
opportunity for faculty, staff, students
and external community to come to-
gether as one and say, how can we
improve male students of color degree
completion at WKU?”
Garr-Barnes said she plans to devel-
op relationships with external com-
munity and students, staff and faculty
on South Campus, in addition to main
campus. 
“The plan for degree completion, re-
tention (and) student success is not a
viable plan if we don’t involve the en-
tire campus community in the plan,”
she said. 
— Quiche Matchen
NEWS BRIEF: SPEAKER FOCUSES 
ON BLACK MALE RETENTION
The Student Government 
Association came down to a 
close vote on Tuesday over the 
value-added grading system 
resolution, but it ultimately 
didn’t pass.   
SGA president Cory Dodds 
was disappointed by the deci-
sion. 
“It’s a real tangible benefi t 
to the student body, because 
it increases student competi-
tiveness,” Dodds said. “I think 
it’s a real shame that our sen-
ate didn’t see that.” 
The value-added grading 
system resolution was intro-
duced to SGA and the Univer-
sity Senate by Gordon Emslie, 
provost and vice president for 
Academic Affairs, in fall 2012.
The new system would add 
“plus grades” to some letter 
grades to allow students to 
get closer to the next highest 
grade.
 The resolution said accord-
ing to Emslie, students in the 
upper half of a letter grade 
have more in common with 
a student in the next highest 
letter grade than the one be-
low.
 Some SGA senate members 
opposed this system because 
they believed it would allow for 
grade infl ation and it would be 
less credible for the university. 
These SGA members thought 
it would be best for WKU to 
add a plus and minus grading 
system or keep it the way it is. 
Somerset freshman Taylor 
Ruby, a member of the SGA 
senate, voted against the reso-
lution because he felt that the 
value-added system would put 
him at a disadvantage when 
applying for medical school.
“I think if I was compared 
to other students, it will 
appear on paper as they 
worked harder,” Ruby said. 
“As of now, we need to stay 
where we are.” 
Only one other university, 
the University of Tennessee, 
Knoxville graduate school, 
has been known to use the 
value-added grading sys-
tem.
The Academic Affairs com-
mittee of SGA unanimously 
voted against the system, al-
though they were the sponsors 
of the resolution. 
Cain Alvey, administrative
vice president of SGA, was in
favor of the resolution.
“I really liked the idea, but I
understand the senate’s opin-
ion on it,” Alvey said. 
Many of the members in
support of the resolution said
they supported it because a
majority of the student body
supported the idea of a value-
added grading system.
Although the resolution was
not passed, Dodds feels that
it is not the end of the value-
added grading system idea.
“There could be another res-
olution that comes up,” Dodds
said. 
SARAH STUKENBORG
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
Senate rejects value-added grading system resolution 
“
“
— Cory Dodds
SGA president
it’s a real 
tangible benefi t 
to the student 
body.
Number 
of 
fights: 
Number of 
complaint calls that 
the bus was late: 
The entire route takes about
13th St.
College St.
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A TASTE OF EUROPE
EST. 1999
GREEK FOOD
-Moussaka
-Gyros Plate
-Spinakopita
-Dollmados
-Salads
-Sandwiches
- 15% off 
Lunch (11AM - 4PM)
Limited Time Only!
- Domestic Beer 
$1.50 with meal
(only for Dinner)
- 10% off Dinner 
with Student ID
Daily Specials
LUNCH DINNER
(270) 846-1195
1006 STATE ST - BOWLING GREEN KY, 42101
The One Year Full-Time WKU MBAGMAT Review Course
For more information email April.Schleig@wku.edu or call 270.745.5458
WKU MBA Choose Online, One-Year On Campus, or Professional
Weekly, Starting on Monday 
Feb. 11, 2013 (No meeting during Spring Break)
5:30 p.m.
Grise Hall
On-Campus Only $400! 
www.wku.edu/mba
Application extension to April 30, 2013 for class participants.
Opportunities to earn GMAT and Book Scholarships! 
Contact for more details. 
The Gordon Ford College 
of Business is AACSB 
accredited – making your 
degree worth more.
Dates:
Time:
Place:
Cost:
virus removal!
2 OFF/1
1144 US 31W Bypass
www.computerlan.us
270-781-9990
Found Exclusively at 436 E Main Ave Bowling Green
(270) 842-6371
Located downtown on Foutain 
Square only 5 blocks from campus
Southern Tide, a perfect gift for 
Valentine’s Day.
The fi ve must-see movies for this year
THE REEL
“A Good Day to Die Hard”
Bruce Willis just won’t quit. For what 
seems like the umpteenth time, he’s 
reprising his star-making role as police 
offi cer John McClane in the fi fth fi lm 
of the action-packed “Die Hard” fran-
chise.
This time, John teams up with his es-
tranged son Jack (Jai Courtney) to stop 
a nuclear weapons heist in Russia. As 
someone who’s a big fan of all four pre-
vious installments, I’m excited to see 
what “the 007 of Plainfi eld, New Jer-
sey” has up his sleeve this time around. 
“Yipee-ki-yay,” everybody! Look for this 
one next week, as it hits theaters Feb. 
14.
“Oz The Great and Powerful”
“Spider-Man” director Sam Raimi’s 
been working with the folks over at Dis-
ney to bring us a “Wizard of Oz prequel” 
told from the perspective of the wizard 
himself. This fi lm should be interest-
ing, seeing as we’ve never quite gotten 
the wizard’s entire backstory before.
There’s the Judy Garland classic, 
Broadway’s “witchin'” musical “Wick-
ed,” and of course, L. Frank Baum’s 
original stories. I don’t recall a tale yet 
produced for the masses that chron-
icled the life and times of a common 
magician as he becomes the savior and 
sovereign of the Land of Oz. 
I look forward to fi ne performances 
from a star-studded cast that includes 
James Franco, Mila Kunis, Michelle 
Williams and Rachel Weisz. In theaters 
March 8.
“Evil Dead (2013)”
Speaking of Sam Raimi… after fi nally 
seeing his frightening, yet darkly hu-
morous 1981 classic “The Evil Dead,” 
I can honestly say that the idea of an 
edgier version scares the daylights out 
of me. 
Fans probably know that even 30 
years later, the fi lm is still touted as one 
of the most graphic and gut-wrenching 
ever made. 
With today’s advances in special ef-
fects technology and the close guid-
ance of original creators Raimi and 
Bruce Campbell (“Army of Darkness”), 
this re-imagining has the potential to 
once again go on gross-out overload 
and reset the bar for modern American 
horror. Catch it April 5.
“42”
My most highly anticipated fi lm of the 
spring tells the true-life story of Jackie 
Robinson, the fi rst African-American 
player in Major League Baseball. 
For star Chadwick Boseman (TV’s 
“Persons Unknown”), this could be 
the home run that pushes his name 
into the A-list. I also like Harrison Ford 
co-starring as Branch Rickey, team ex-
ecutive of the Brooklyn Dodgers at the 
time and mentor to Robinson.
From what I’ve seen in the trailer, the 
performances from these two men 
look to be positively electrifying, and by 
giving Ford a supporting role, the focus 
should be shifted so that there’s ample 
time for Boseman to shine. Buy me 
some peanuts and Cracker Jacks, and 
get ready to watch “42” when it swings 
into theaters April 12.
“Iron Man 3”
Robert Downey Jr. returns again to 
kick off another summer stuffed with 
highly anticipated blockbusters. Al-
ready shaken by the events of “The 
Avengers,” Tony Stark must face his 
greatest threat yet in The Mandarin 
(Ben Kingsley).
I wasn’t too impressed with the “Super 
Bowl” spot on TV or the extended look 
on the Internet, but my faith in the al-
mighty RDJ has restored some of these 
faltered feelings. I’m also excited to see 
how director Shane Black (“Kiss Kiss, 
Bang Bang”) handles what looks like a 
change in the series’ tone, as well as a 
host of colorful new characters. Take a 
break from studying for fi nals and see 
this one May 3.
BEN CONNIFF
DIVERSIONS@WKUHERALD.COM
WKU is competing 
against other colleges to 
reduce its energy use and 
water consumption as part 
of Campus Conservation 
Nationals.
Each university deter-
mines a starting point of 
how much energy it cur-
rently uses. From that start-
ing point, the school that 
reduces its energy con-
sumption the most is the 
winner. 
The winner will be an-
nounced on April 26, which 
coincides with the campus 
Earth Day Festival. 
WKU has created an on-
line dashboard that tracks 
campus energy use to not 
only more effectively mea-
sure energy usage, but to 
provide a friendly compe-
tition between residence 
halls. 
The dashboard displays 
campus energy use as well 
as other features, such as 
how many greenhouse gas-
es were released, how much 
money was saved by reduc-
ing use and tips on how to 
better conserve energy. 
Christian Ryan-Downing, 
Offi ce of Sustainability 
coordinator, said that the 
online dashboard has put 
WKU ahead.
“We’re ahead of the game 
when it comes to our ener-
gy infrastructure and tech-
nology,” she said. “We’re a 
model. We’re doing things 
that other schools are aspir-
ing to do.” 
Ryan-Downing said the 
dashboard was also created 
so students could actually 
see how their contribution 
helps.
“If they wanted to go 
through their residence 
hall and turn off every light, 
they could probably see a 
drop in their usage almost 
instantly,” Ryan-Downing 
said. “This gives us an ad-
vantage because some uni-
versities are going building 
to building checking it.” 
The Offi ce of Sustainabil-
ity has set up several events, 
including fi lm showings 
and a scavenger hunt 
throughout the semester 
to raise awareness across 
campus about conserva-
tion. 
Georgetown senior Mary 
Boothe is sponsoring one of 
these events. 
“My event is the open 
mic event, and it’s kind of 
reaching out to some of the 
majors that aren’t always 
necessarily included with 
environmental studies, like 
with humanities,” she said. 
“We’re asking students to 
come up with a short story 
or a poem, that basically fi ts 
in to the energy theme.” 
Owensboro senior Mary 
Newton is sponsoring the 
scavenger hunt that co-
incides with Earth Hour, 
which is a movement where 
people all over the world 
are encouraged to turn off 
their lights for one hour, 
from 8:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. 
on March 23. 
“We’re trying to keep it fun 
for people with events that 
we think they’ll enjoy,” she 
said. 
Boothe said that partici-
pation and getting people 
to care have been the most 
diffi cult parts.
“You’re trying to send a 
message that not everyone 
cares about, not everyone 
understands the scope of it. 
Part of it is kind of teaching 
people about the issue, and 
the other part is trying to 
get them to come out and 
help, which is a whole dif-
ferent ballgame,” she said. 
Ryan-Downing said it 
takes everyone to make a 
change.
“What we’re asking peo-
ple to do is really easy, so 
it’s not even as if it was a 
diffi cult challenge. It just 
takes everybody doing their 
part,” she said.
JACOB PARKER 
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
WKU strives toward maximum 
conservation in competition 
The discussion of bi-term 
courses at WKU is on hold af-
ter a resolution against an in-
creased emphasis on such 
courses passed at a University 
Senate meeting last month. 
Gordon Emslie, provost and 
vice president of Academic Af-
fairs, put forth the idea for an 
emphasis on bi-term courses in 
a document last August. 
The senate and its Academic 
Quality Committee are op-
posed to an increased emphasis 
on bi-term courses. 
Guy Jordan, Academic Quality 
Committee chair, said bi-term 
programs are not always ben-
efi cial.
“The students come out of 
these programs, by and large, 
not holistically educated,” Jor-
dan said.
An analysis of TopNet found 
that WKU offered 266 bi-term 
course sections this semester. 
These courses represent a total 
of 56 course prefi xes. The physi-
cal education prefi x, with 31 
sections, had offered the most 
bi-term course sections.
Emslie’s proposal identifi es 
higher retention rates — more 
than 90 percent — of students 
enrolled in bi-term courses as 
an advantage to an increased 
emphasis. Those students also 
had higher grade point aver-
ages than students enrolled in 
semester-length courses, ac-
cording to the document.
An analysis conducted by the 
Student Government Associa-
tion’s Administrative Vice Presi-
dent Cain Alvey predicts an in-
creased cost of around $5,600 
for out-of-state students and an 
increased cost of about $2,000 
for in-state students taking 30 
credit hours per year in the cur-
rent charging system.
For now, Saundra Ardrey, head 
of the political science depart-
ment and program director of 
the African-American Studies 
Program, said faculty members 
teach bi-term classes at their 
own discretion.
“If a faculty member says that 
a bi-term does meet the learn-
ing objectives of the course, and 
the learning needs of the stu-
dents, they will offer a bi-term 
class,” Ardrey said.
Jordan said that as of now, 
faculty can use discretion when 
it comes to offering bi-term 
courses.
“Faculty have those options 
now, and faculty who are ex-
perts in their fi elds, who have 
the best interests of their stu-
dents in mind, are in the best 
place to determine, freely, as 
they can now, whether or not 
they offer a course in what-
ever mode of delivery that they 
choose to offer them,” Jordan 
said.
MITCHELL GROGG
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
Bi-term debate continues 
among faculty members
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minutes this year, far and away 
the most on the team and over 
100 more than his closest com-
petition, sophomore forward 
George Fant.
His minutes went through 
the roof when senior point 
guard Jamal Crook suffered a 
broken foot in early December. 
Harris, who averages 32 min-
utes per game, was called on 
to run the point in Crook’s ab-
sence, averaging 38.2 minutes 
per game in the 12 the Toppers 
were without the point guard.
Playing an entire game with-
out a break is tiring, but Harris, 
who played the full 40 minutes 
twice in those 12 games, said 
he thinks he elevated his game 
in the time he spent at point 
guard.
“I’m not going to lie, it was a 
blessing to play all those min-
utes,” Harris said. “It takes 
a wear on your body, but it 
helped me out with my confi -
dence level, being able to play 
all those minutes and know-
ing coach was going to ride 
with me and coach me up and 
teach me and everything.”
While Harris may have im-
proved over that 12-game 
span, it seemed like the Top-
pers did not. WKU went 3-9 
in games without Crook and 
averaged just 58.2 points per 
game.
With the senior point guard 
back in the lineup, Harris has 
shifted back to playing shoot-
ing guard.
Coach Ray Harper said the 
struggles during that stretch 
were a result of more than just 
the injury to Crook, as WKU 
was also without junior guard 
Caden Dickerson and sopho-
more guard Kevin Kaspar for 
signifi cant portions of the run.
“(Harris) got forced into that 
position not only because Ja-
mal was hurt, but because 
Kevin was hurt,” Harper said. 
“Kevin is our backup point 
guard, but he was not healthy 
enough to do it, so we were 
forced to play with Brandon 
there.
“Now with Caden starting to 
get healthy, I would say (Har-
ris’) minutes are going to go 
down, which will be good for 
him and I think will be good 
for this basketball team.”
Harris, Crook and the rest of 
the Toppers took on North Tex-
as yesterday after the Herald’s 
press deadline and will face Ar-
kansas State at home Saturday 
at 7 p.m.
While he considered the ex-
tra playing time a gift, Harris 
had to tone back the full-court 
press during that stretch so 
he could conserve energy to 
make it the whole game.
With Crook and the rest of 
the WKU rotation gaining 
health, Harris said that’s all 
about to change.
“I couldn’t really do that play-
ing 40 minutes a game like I 
wanted to, because I just knew 
my body probably wouldn’t 
be able to sustain it,” Harris 
said. “But now with everybody 
coming back, it’s going to help 
me a lot more on the defensive 
end.”
HARRIS
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS
on the prize,” he said.
The Lady Topper squad is also 
looking to make its presence felt 
this weekend.   
The WKU charge will be led 
by Sharika Smith, who won the 
triple jump last weekend with 
a leap of 40-feet-5-inches. The 
mark was the second-longest 
jump in the Sun Belt Confer-
ence this season.
“This is going to be one of the 
best facilities to perform great 
at,” Smith said. “My goals are to 
PR in all four events and try to 
qualify for nationals in the long 
and triple jump.”
Smith isn’t the only Lady Top-
per likely to appear on oppo-
nents’ scout sheets, though. The 
Lady Toppers strung together 
four titles last weekend. 
Coach Erik Jenkins said his 
squads are using these early 
meets to prepare for the Sun 
Belt championship at the end of 
the year.
“We’re continuing to improve 
and learning valuable lessons 
in race strategy,” Jenkins said. 
“We’re doing the kinds of things 
that we need to be doing to be 
successful come championship 
time.”
TRACK
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS
healthy players helped make 
Monday’s practice one of the 
best of the year.
“I thought we were very 
good and we competed,” 
Harper said. “I think part of 
that is we had everyone. It 
helps so much.”
It had been diffi cult for the 
Toppers to simulate game 
experience with such a de-
pleted roster.
Now that WKU is two-
deep at every position on 
the depth chart, Harper said 
practices have become more 
competitive and better for 
the team.
“You’ve got everyone, and 
you’re able to simulate some 
game situations and have 
guys really compete against 
each other,” he said. “That’s 
how you get better.”
Last night’s road game 
against North Texas, which 
ended after the Herald’s 
press deadline, was the fi rst 
time WKU hit the court since 
last Thursday’s win over Troy 
at home.
While the Toppers are 
probably happy to make 
it a week without a loss at 
this point — they recently 
dropped six of seven games 
and have suffered through 
three separate three-game 
losing streaks this season.
Harris, however, said the 
win over Troy last week, 
Crook’s fi rst game since 
breaking his foot in early 
December, was a refreshing 
way to end the recent skid, 
especially with WKU prepar-
ing for its stretch run — the 
Sun Belt Conference Tour-
nament begins a month 
from today.
“I wouldn’t look at the neg-
ative side of it, I look at the 
positive side of it,” he said. 
“It lets me know how good 
we can be.”
PRACTICE
 CONTINUED FROM FRONT
Find it at the 
WANT TO GET
GREAT
EXPERIENCE?
Writers. Photographers. 
page Designers. Copy Editors.
Graphic Designers.
Visit us at the Adams-Whitaker Student Publications Center 
to join one of the nation’s most honored college news organizations.
and
A false alarm of an earthquake shook 
up WKU’s campus Thursday morning.
“Emergency! There has been an 
earthquake on campus. Exit buildings 
and stay at a safe distance. Follow in-
struction from authorities,” the text 
alert said.
People in some WKU buildings did 
just that, including Burkesville fresh-
man Kimberly Spears.
“The teacher asked us to follow the 
instructions of the text message,” she 
said. 
Spears was later instructed to return 
to class, she said.
Lexington freshman Abigail Briggs 
did not return to class after receiving 
the message.
“Everyone was just kind of congre-
gated outside of their respective build-
ings, not knowing really what to do,” 
she said.
Butler County freshman Serena 
Chambers was also released from class 
early.
“Everyone was mad, like why would 
they do that?” she said. “If they origi-
nally said it was just a drill, it would’ve 
he l p e d  p e o-
ple calm their 
nerves.”
A fol low-up 
message indicat-
ing the text was 
part of a drill soon 
followed.
“This is only a 
test,” it said. “This 
is national earth-
quake month and 
this is a drill only. This is only a test.”
WKU Police Chief Robert Deane said 
the initial message was sent out due to 
a glitch with systems that are meant to 
work together, but did not. 
He said the glitch occurred when the 
message was sent out to different sys-
tems designed to send out messages 
via email, text message, Twitter and 
other means, Deane said.
“We sent out a correct message,” he 
said. “It was typed in, sent out, didn’t 
switch over into the other systems, so 
the system came out as an actual earth-
quake.”
Lexington fresh-
man Brooke Mc-
Intosh 
said she was in 
class when the 
text was sent, 
and no one really 
knew what to do.
“No one thought 
it was real, but ev-
eryone was really 
confused. It was just a really weird situ-
ation,” she said.
 Some students went on with 
their day as usual, despite the false 
alarm, including Burkesville freshman 
Branden Young.
“I didn’t feel myself shaking, so I 
wasn’t too worried about it,” he said. “It 
was just random.”
Bowling Green freshman Camp 
Holmes was only slightly inconve-
nienced.
“I was kind of mad because it woke 
me up,” he said. “I got up and I looked 
outside and realized nobody was go-
ing outside. I didn’t really act on it too 
much.”
WKUPD is working to repair the glitch 
that caused the message to be sent out 
incorrectly.
“As soon as we caught it, we called 
IT,” Deane said. “We’re working with 
them now to try to fi x the glitch in the 
system.”
A backup that will check all of the sys-
tems that send out alerts will be used in 
the interim, Deane said.
Deane also noted that it was better 
that the error occurred in a test, rather 
than an actual emergency, calling it “an 
opportunity to learn.”
“We want to apologize to the univer-
sity community for upsetting anybody 
today and having them think there was 
an actual earthquake,” he said.
MITCHELL GROGG AND JACOB PARKER 
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
A system error caused false alarm 
earthquake text alert to students
“
“
— Brooke McIntosh
Lexington freshman
No one thought 
it was real, but 
everyone was 
really confused.
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Check your E-mail 
for the Survey Link on
February 3rd through 18th!
What is MAP-Works?
What do I get out of it?
at WKU!
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SPORTS
WKU will look to extend its 
hot start to the semester this 
weekend as the Topper squads 
will split up and head to sepa-
rate meets.
WKU’s top performers, such 
as seniors David Mokone and 
Sharika Smith, will go to Ge-
neva, Ohio, for the SPIRE Invi-
tational.  The rest of the squad 
will be traveling Sunday to 
Murfreesboro, Tenn., again, 
this time for the MTSU Valen-
tine Invitational.
Expectations are high as usu-
al, as the Toppers have had a 
successful season thus far and 
last year’s trip to Geneva yield-
ed nine top-10 fi nishes. One of 
those was a win from Mokone 
in the 800-meter, breaking the 
WKU record in that indoor 
event. 
WKU is hot off a successful 
trip to Murfreesboro Tenn., 
where the Toppers claimed 
fi ve fi rst-place and fi ve sec-
ond-place fi nishes.
The Toppers will bring more 
than just a speed attack to the 
meet.
Senior Houston Croney bar-
rels into Geneva sporting a 
record this season that has 
drawn national attention.
Croney and the rest of the 
WKU throws team all set per-
sonal records in their fi rst meet 
back in early December at the 
Middle Tennessee Christmas 
Invitational — he and his 
throwing mates haven’t looked 
back since. 
Croney attributes his success 
thus far to new throws coach 
Ashley Muffet-Duncan.
“Her impact thus far has 
been very good,” Croney said. 
“Her system is working well 
with the athletes that we have.”
Sophomore Cyrus Johnson 
is coming into the weekend 
hot. The Florida native is com-
ing off a second-place fi nish 
in the 55-meter dash in the 
MTSU invitation last weekend 
and a win in the high jump in 
Lexington the weekend before 
that. 
Johnson said the coaching 
staff has been working with 
the Toppers to prepare for the 
meet.
“The coaches’ work ethics 
for this weekend are explo-
sion, endurance and focusing 
JONAH PHILLIPS
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
Track and fi eld squads face busy weekend
While the casual WKU fan may be 
more familiar with the names David 
Mokone, Joseph Chebet and Sharika 
Smith, other names are bringing na-
tional attention to the WKU track and 
fi eld program as well.  
The WKU throws team, led by lone 
senior Houston Croney, has been set-
ting records and not looking back since 
the beginning of this season. So far this 
year, the squad has combined for 11 
top-10 fi nishes, six of which were top-
three and two winning performances. 
But this new-found success started 
well before the beginning of the season. 
In late August 2012, track and fi eld 
coach Erik Jenkins announced the hir-
ing of a new throws coach — Ashley 
Muffet-Duncan.
Duncan was fresh off a one-year 
coaching stint at Murray State and a 
national attention-grabbing college 
career in which she was named to the 
All-Southeastern Conference team 11 
times, All-American four times and 
fi nished runner-up in the shot put at 
the 2010 NCAA Indoor Track and Field 
Championships. 
As soon as Duncan signed on at WKU, 
the start of something new was on the 
horizon. 
“The fi rst thrower I called into my of-
fi ce was Croney,” Duncan said. “I knew 
if he bought into my system, everybody 
else would.”  
Croney bought into the system, as did 
the rest of the squad, and it’s believed 
around the team that the reason for the 
success this season is the trust that the 
athletes have built with the new coach. 
“I like coach Duncan, she’s a lot differ-
ent from what I was used to, but she’s a 
very good coach,” Croney said. 
Duncan attributes Croney’s leader-
ship this year as a big reason for the 
success of sophomore throwers Travis 
Gerding, Eric Marr and Zach Michaud. 
“Houston had three successful years 
under his belt with a different coach, 
and at fi rst I didn’t know how he would 
take to me telling him I was going to do 
things a bit differently,” Duncan said. 
“He took to the system right off the 
bat, and all of the throwers set PR’s at 
the fi rst meet in December.  It was re-
ally cool to see the progress they had 
made.”  
This draws attention to the lingering 
question of who will serve as leader 
when the young squad’s senior leader 
graduates.
Both Duncan and Croney envision a 
rising leader in Travis Gerding.
“I basically told Travis ‘there aren’t go-
ing to be many times in your life when 
somebody looks you in the face and 
tells you that you are going to need to 
step up and be a leader,’” Duncan said, 
“I think he responded to that very well.” 
The throws team has had a good start 
to the year and is looking to have a good 
fi nish, with past feats including mul-
tiple wins and a Sun Belt Conference 
Athlete of the Week award for Croney.
Even with the headline-worthy hon-
or, Croney took the award in stride.
“I accepted it humbly knowing that it 
wasn’t my best performance,” he said.
Look for the throws team as well as 
the rest of the Topper track & fi eld team 
to forge on into the season this week-
end in Geneva, Ohio Saturday and 
Murfreesboro, Tenn., Sunday. 
JONAH PHILLIPS
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
Throws team thrives under Duncan, Croney
SEE TRACK PAGE 8
TRACK AND FIELD
MEN'S BASKETBALL
Junior guard Brandon Harris (12) takes a hand to the face from Middle Tennessee Blue Raiders forward JT Sulton (30) while driv-
ing to the basket in the second half at the Murphy Center on the MTSU campus in Murfreesboro, Tenn., on Saturday, Jan. 26. 
CHRISTIAN RANDOLPH/HERALD
bringing harris back
The Topper depth chart has 
changed on a nightly basis 
this season thanks to a slew of 
injuries and inconsistent play.
Junior guard Brandon Har-
ris, however, has established 
himself as the most consis-
tent piece in the WKU lineup.
Harris, playing in his fi rst 
season a WKU after transfer-
ring from Otero Junior Col-
lege, has contributed across 
the board this season, averag-
ing 6.3 points, 2.3 assists and 
a team-leading 6.3 rebounds 
per game.
He has introduced himself 
to Topper fans this season by 
spending a lot of time on the 
court — one of three WKU 
players to appear in every 
game so far this season, Har-
ris has played a total of 737 
LUCAS AULBACH
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
SEE HARRIS PAGE 8
Harris getting back to natural shooting guard role
Toppers enjoy 
practice with 
a full squad
You might think the men’s bas-
ketball team would get bored with 
a week between games, but junior 
guard Brandon Harris said the Top-
pers have enjoyed some of their best 
practices of the season during the 
time off.
Having more players at practice 
helps, he said. While the Toppers 
have struggled to cope with injuries, 
the WKU lineup has gotten much 
healthier in the past two weeks with 
two of its most important guards, 
senior Jamal Crook and junior Ca-
den Dickerson, returning to the 
court.
“Practices have been a lot more 
competitive now,” Harris said. 
“When a lot of guys went down with 
injuries, coach (Ray Harper) did his 
best to supplement guys in. With 
everybody being here, it’s a lot more 
competitive.”
Practices are so competitive, he 
said, it can be hard to distinguish be-
tween the starters and players who 
rarely see playing time in games.
“A lot of times you don’t see the 
work the guys put in during the 
game, they may not get an opportu-
nity to play,” Harris said. “But if you 
come to our practice and just watch, 
you can never tell the difference be-
tween guys that don’t play and guys 
that do play because everybody is 
just competing.”
WKU’s extra effort in practice has 
even caught the eye of Harper.
The coach said the infl ux of 
LUCAS AULBACH
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
SEE PRACTICE PAGE 8
Senior thrower Houston Croney does a drill for the hammer throw during a practice 
last spring.  CHRISTIAN RANDOLPH/HERALD
